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HOMAS M. FITZGERALD, a re- 

cent portrait of whom is s l l o ~ ~ n  on the It--' opposite page, is descended fro111 a line 

of ancestral gardeners, and is very fond of 

the culture of flowers, ~vhich he has made his 

like-work. H e  coizducts one of the most 

beautiful gardens in Beaver county, situated 

in the borough of Beaver, and he has estab- 

lished a reputation as one of the best artists 

in his profession. H e  uTas born in Halton 
totvnship, Allegheny county, Pa., February 

27, 1868, and is a soil of Thomas and Mary 

(Healey) Fitzgerald. 

The father of Thomas M. was born in Lis- 

towel, County ICerry, Ireland, and ivhen a 

boy, learned the trade of a garclener and be- 

caine an expert in the culture of flowers; for 

niile years he illanaged the grounds and hot- 

house of Lord Colliss, of Tarbert to~vnship, 

County ICerry, Ireland ; 11e then engaged with 

Dr. Barrington, of Glin, County Limerick. Ire- 

lantl, for fifteen years. H e  subsecluently ~ ~ ~ e n t  

to Hamilton, Canada, where he spent two 

year:;, and, as he 11ad many friends and ac- 

quaiiitances in Pittsburg, Pa., he located there 

in 1866, and worked for nlany pronlineilt illell 

of that city, \vho owned large and l~andsome 

properties; he was einployed by Mr. Mur- 

dick, ilIrs. Decny, and Mr. Charles RIcGee: 

he now has charge of Mr. &I. C. RIiller's 
gi-ountls at Turtle Creel\-. 'I'ITl~ile \vorking in 

the enlploy of Lord Colliss, he nlade the ac- 
quaintance of his present wife. Both being 

poor and not able to  buy a 110111e in their 

native country, Thomas decicled to come to 

iZillerica in the effort to seek 11ome and for- 

tune; liis plans being crowned with success, 

three years later he wrote fo1- liis intenclecl 

wife, and, upon her arrival here, they were 
happily united in marriage. few years later 

the health of Mi-. Fitzgerald's mother began 
to fail, and he sent his wife and five children 

to his old home in Ireland, where they re- 

illailled four years,-returning in nluch bet- 
ter health and spirits. Mr. and Mrs. Fitz- 

gerald are the parellts of eight children : 

Joseph, deceased ; John ; Thomcls M. ; Janles ; 

Annie; Mary; Ed~vard, ~ v h o  served at Manila 

in Coinpaily B, 10th Reg., Pa. Vol. Inf.; and 
li\rilliam, deceased. 

The  subject of this inenloir attended school, 

four years, at  Tarbert, Ireland, and in this 

country, a t  New Castle, Pennsyl\rania. I7\'l1ile 

a mere boy, lie assisted his father in the culti- 

vation of flowers and itnpro\recl every oppor- 
tunity to gain a thorough knon-ledge of the 

a r t ;  in 1889 he calne to  Beaver to take charge 

of the beautiful grounds and h ~ t l ~ o u s e  of Hail. 

J. I;. Dravo, but a year later he leased the 



blooming flo~vers 111-esent an excluisite appear- 
ance; he is prepared t o  funlish flowers, on 
short notice, for funerals, ~veddings, ancl other 
occasions, and he also ships largely to other 
points. Mr. Fitzgeralcl is well deserving, and 
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worthy of llis large patronage, and he has 

-- 

hothouse, and a part of the gro~~ncls, of his 
emploj-cr, and now keeps one of the finest 
displays of flowers ever seen. The beds and 

plants are artistically arranged, and the choice, 

s11orr.n the people of the vicinity that they / 

-- 

always have at their conlilland the most se- I 
lect assortment of floral beauties. H e  is 

genial and acccmlllodating to all, and his 

pleasant manners and honest business 1 
methods, have won for hiin the esteem and 

good will of all ~ v h o  Icnow Iiitn. H e  has not 

only adopted Beaver as his p!ace of business, 

but lilcewise as his home, and he owns two 

fine lots on Con~rnerce street, upon which he I 
erected a handsoine residence in 1893. In 
July, 1899, he purcl~ased the Canlpbell estate, 

consisting of six and one-half acres on Fifth 

street, on which he will erect a large range of / 
greenhouses t o  better accolrlmodate his grolv- I 
ing business. 

Mr. Fitzgerald nredded Nora, a daughter of 

Jeremiah Minihan, of County Cork, Ireland, 

and three chilclra~ have resulted from their 

union : Mary Catherine, born July 16, 1896; 
John Leo, born February 23, 1898; and 

Joseph Thon~as, the last two being twins. Re- 

ligiousIy, our subject is a clember of the 

Catholic ckurch ; politically. he is independent 

ih his views. 


